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So one day, Jesus taught people how to pray. He said, |
“When you pray, don't pray like those Extra-Super-Holy ¥
People. They think if they say lots of words, God will |
hear them. But it’s not because youre so clever, or good, l,
or so important, that God will listen to you. God listens .
to you because he loves you. v

“Did you know that God is always listening to

you? Did you know that God can hear the quietest f

whisper deep inside your heart, even before you've

started to say it? Because God knows exactly what |

you need even before you ask him,” Jesus told them. i
“You see, God just can’t wait to give you all that

you need. So you don't need to use long words f

or special words. You don't have to use a
special voice. You just have to talk.

“So when you pray, pray in your normal
voice, just like when you're talking to
someone you love very much.

Like this ...
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Hello Daddy!
We want to know you.
And be close to you.
Please show us how.
Make everything in the world right again.
And in our hearts, too.

Do whatis best — just like you do in heaven,
And please do it down here, too.
Please give us everything we need today.
Forgive us for doing wrong, for hurting you.
Forgive us just as we forgive other people
when they hurt us.

Rescue us! We need you.

We don’t want to keep running away

and hiding from you.

Keep us safe from our enemies.

You're strong, God.

You can do whatever you want.
You are in charge.
Now and forever and for always!
We think you're great! +
Amen!

Yes we do!




You see, Jesus was showing people that God would
always love them — with a Never Stopping, Never
Giving Up, Unbreaking, Always and Forever Love.

So they didn't need to hide anymore, or be afraid, or
ashamed. They could stop running away from God.
And they could run to him instead.

As a little child runs into her daddy’s arms.




The Singer?” 7777
The Sermon on the Mount, from Matthew 6, 9, and Luke 12
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WHEREVER JESUS WENT, lots of people went, too.
They loved beirig near him. Old people. Young people.

All kinds of people came to see Jesus. Sick people. Well
people. Happy people. Sad people. And worried people.
Lots of them. Worryin

of things.
What if Wedg e

rl‘:‘ TP




e SN 058 3 Tl T AT




“See those birds over there?” Jesus said.

Everyone looked. Little sparrows were
pecking at seeds along the stony path.

"Where do they get their food? Perhaps
they have pantries all stocked up? Cabinets
full of food?”

Everyone laughed — who's ever seen a bird
with a bag of groceries?

“No,” Jesus said. “They don’t need to worry
about that. Because God knows what they need
and he feeds them.”
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They had never met a/ king but, as they gazed out
over the lake, glittering and sparkling below them,
the hillsides dressed in reds, purples, and golds, they
felt a great burden lift from their hearts. They could not
imagine anything more beautiful.

“Little flock,” Jesus said, “you are more important than
birds! More important than flowers! The birds and the
Hlowers don't sit and worry about things. And God doesn't
want his children to worry either. God loves to look after the
birds and the flowers. And he loves to look after you, too.”







